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In the Field

Clyfford Still Museum Opening Weekend

By Katherine Lees

The Clyfford Still Museum opened to the public on

November 18. The museum houses more than 94% of

the artist's work, most of which has never been seen by

the public. Still, a curmudgeon who withdrew from the

art world at an early period in his career, sought to

preserve the purity of his art form by removing it from

commercial venues. Art historians and critics gave up

writing about the visionary artist for the simple reason

that they couldn't view the work to write about. The opening of the museum finally
allows access to the artist's work and the opportunity to view what has been hidden for
so long.

Still is credited as the first Abstract Expressionist artist to begin working with pure
abstractions, preceding the famous Jackson Pollock. The small number of paintings that
has been on display in museums in San Francisco, Washington D.C., Chicago, Albany, and
New York has allowed a mere glimpse of the artist's genius. Now that his

entire oeuvre (Mr. SmMARTY Pants Sept. 2011 issue) is available for study, the art historical
field may be drastically altered. The works on display are dramatic, engaging, emotional
and challenging. The museum is a wonderful new addition to Denver's art scene and |
encourage everyone to visit and experience his work.

with Mr. SmARTypants

"When | was at the Clyfford Still Museum last week, one fascinating thing |
noticed was Still's use of different mediums to change the texture of the
paint. The term "medium" has two definitions in art. Medium can be the
substance that carries a paint's pigment (color), e.g. an acrylic or oil medium.
Medium can also be what is added to an oil or acrylic base to change the texture of
the paint. Still, who mixed his paints by hand, often experimented with different
mediums (additives) to change the effect of the paint on the canvas. For example,
you can see some of his paint looks very shiny, while other areas will be very dull
and dusty. Different mediums create those different looks."
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